Ukrainian National Museum - 2011 Calendar of Events

JANUARY 
FEBRUARY

February 4 - 27

"Art Exhibit by Volodymyr Ilchyshyn” at the Ukrainian National Museum.

The Ukrainian National Museum is beginning 2011 with an exciting new exhibit, featuring the art of the young and gifted Volodymyr Ilchyshyn. Pencil drawings, silver tips and oil paintings will be showcased in the exhibit. Opening on Friday, February 4th at 7:00 pm and continues through February 27th.   

Born in May of 1992 in Khodoriv, a small city outside of Lviv, Ukraine, he immigrated to the US with his parents and younger brother Vasyl in 2000.  Both brothers are graduates of St. Nicholas Cathedral School and current students at St. Ignatius High School.  Active in the community, Volodymyr is a multi-talented young man; an active member of the American Ukrainian Youth Assn., a dancer with the Hromovytsia Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and a talented and developing young artist with dreams of becoming an architect. This dream is showcased in his paintings and drawings featuring cathedrals, churches, and familiar buildings from his childhood.  Recognizing their son’s talents, Volodymyr’s parents encouraged his studies with professional artists including Yulia Tkachuk, Anatolij Khmara, Walter Monastyretsky, and Father Jim Vorwoldt.  Volodymyr’s artwork has been featured in the Summer 2010 St. Ignatius Magazine “Gallery” and his work received the highest winning bid at the St. Ignatius Annual Auction.

Bringing innovative and original ideas to their work, young artists remind us that Ukrainian culture lives on in them. It is important for these new emerging talents to be supported in a culture that strives to maintain their traditions with each new generation.  The Ukrainian National Museum hopes to provide that environment and deepen its relations with the youth of the community for future endeavors.    

February 25, 2011

“COMMUNITY RECOGNITION AWARDS NIGHT” 

Hosted by the Ukrainian National Museum 

On Friday, February 25, 2011 the Ukrainian National Museum will be hosting its inaugural Community Recognition Awards Night.  The reception will begin at 6:30 pm with dinner and award presentations at 7:30 pm.  The evening’s Honorees are U.S. Congressman Mike Quigley, former Chicago Blackhawk Cliff Koroll and CBS 2 News Anchor Rob Johnson.  Tickets are $75.00 each. 
Sponsored by Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union  

March 19 - March  26, 2011
Pysanka Workshops

The Ukrainian National Museum Young Professionals Group invites you to attend the Pysanka - Ukrainian Easter Egg - Workshops. Workshops will be held Saturday March 19th or Saturday March 26th, 2011 (Workshops are from 10:00 am  - 2:00 pm) Two sessions are being offered to accommodate additional participants.

Workshop is under the instruction of pysanka artist, Vera Samycia. 

Cost of the workshop is $35 and includes supplies and lunch. You will leave with your beautiful Pysanka completed!  

APRIL 8  - MAY 25, 2011
CHORNOBYL +25

Exhibit at the UNM (25th Anniversary of Chornobyl)

25 years ago on April 26, 1986, the lives of millions of people were forever changed by the explosion that took place in reactor #4 at the Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant. The radiation from this explosion carried all across Europe with the most contaminated areas being in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine. 

Over 400,000 people were evacuated from their homes, many of them never able to return. Today there are still over 5.5 million people who are living on land that is contaminated from this disaster. Countless individuals have sacrificed their health and even their lives to help clean up after the devastation.
25 years later they are still battling how to contain the tons of nuclear material that is still present at the Chornobyl nuclear site. There are still those who live in the town of Chornobyl.

Exhibit Opens on Friday, April 8th at 7 pm and continues through May 25, 2011. This exhibit makes sure we never forget what happened at Chornobyl in 1986 and highlights the issues still facing those living in contaminated areas.

JUNE 1 - 24, 2011
Paintings by Roman Vovk: Exhibit at the Ukrainian National Museum.

Exhibit Opening – Friday, June 3, 2011 at 7 pm

Roman Vovk is an artist whose work reflects man’s unity with nature.  This is evident in the defining characteristics of his paintings.  The definitive brushstrokes with dynamic colors underscore the essential and eternal, mundane and festive, the perceived and the invisible. The artist’s vision, deep-rooted in his innate memory, comes to fruition with themes of Cossack liberty, iconic folklore and the vistas and landscapes of his beloved Ukraine. Some paintings echo the historical and spiritual portrait of Ukraine featuring its civic and religious leaders. Other exhibited works delve deeply into the symbolism of identity: symbolic still life and the breathtaking Carpathian landscape. Vovk’s paintings are sought after not only because of his exceptional technique but because they visualize the spiritual needs of authenticity. Collectors of his work include connoisseurs of fine art.    
The exhibition is sponsored by MB Financial and continues through June 26, 2011

JULY - AUGUST
July 1 - 24, 2011
Anatole Kolomayets: A Retrospective          
Anatole Kolomayets, an artist well established in Chicago and within the international community, will feature a selection of oil paintings in “Anatole Kolomayets: A Retrospective” which opens July 1, 2011 at 7pm at the Ukrainian National Museum.  Viewers will have an opportunity to see the complex, influential, and deeply moving body of work shown in this exhibit. Kolomayets’s style blends both his Ukrainian heritage and his artistic training in Europe. You are invited into the amazing world of color that he creates. Awarded with the prestigious title of “Merited Artist of Ukraine” in 2007, this is the artist's 38th individual exhibition. Exhibit continues to July 24, 2011.

July 29 - August 21st
The Artwork of Oleksa Kovalenko & Walter Monastyretsky  

Summer at the Ukrainian National Museum offers art enthusiasts of all ages an enriching exhibit of two remarkable Ukrainian artists. “The Artwork of Oleksa Kovalenko & Walter Monastyretsky” opens on Friday, July 29th at 7:00 pm. Both painters are celebrated artists within the Chicagoland and the international art community. The works of both Kovalenko and Monastyretsky are found in museums, galleries, and the private collections of fine art connoisseurs.

Oleksa Kovalenko

The ethereal paintings by Oleksa Kovalenko transport you back in time to explore the rich history of Ukraine.  Kovalenko draws his inspiration from the wellspring of Ukrainian customs and traditions. The artist as philosopher seeks to show Ukrainian culture through the lens of heritage and folklore. His oil paintings are beautiful and mysterious, and will transfer you to his native country of Ukraine. 

Walter Monastyretsky

A classically trained professional artist, Walter Monastyretsky’s specialty is oil on canvas. Landscape, nature and classic still life are among the artist’s favorites with the classic portrait as his forte. Monastyretsky was born, raised and educated in Ukraine where he became a licensed Pharmacist.  His love of art guided him to Kyiv where he attended the Kyiv Academy of Fine Arts and Architecture. Earning a Bachelor’s Degree, and then a Masters of Fine Arts, he had to fulfill his dream of becoming an artist.

Enjoy the colorful palette on display at the Ukrainian National Museum through August 21, 2011. 
This event is sponsored by MB Financial.

AUGUST

August 26 - September 19

The Artwork of Valeriy & Marita Vaskov 

Exhibit Opening on Friday, August 26th at 7 pm  

A collaboration of art and marriage - Valeriy & Marita Vaskov, two talented artists currently living and working in Lisbon, Portugal, will exhibit their vivid and stunning paintings at the Ukrainian National Museum. Their paintings display their love for the intensity of beauty and color which they share in their united world. 

Born in Ukraine in 1947, Valeriy Vaskov had a passion for art that began in his childhood. His journey began in 1963 when he attended the College of Applied Arts in Vinnytsya, Ukraine. Continuing his formal training he received his Masters degree in Fine Arts and became the art director of a popular folk dance group in Vinnytsya. For more than 30 years Vaskov loaned his artistic passion to choreography while still devoting time and talent to his paintings. In 1999, Vaskov immigrated to Lisbon, Portugal, where he switched his main focus back to painting. Since 2001, his paintings have been shown in over 33 different exhibitions in many European countries such as Belgium, Germany, Portugal and the Netherlands. His art is owned and actively collected by many private collectors and museums worldwide.  

SEPTEMBER 

September 10 and 11  - Museum Open House

Visit our museum and view our permanent exhibits. You will also be able to view and purchase works from the current exhibit as well as lithographs, Ukrainian childrens books, shirts, souvenirs, and more!
September 23, 24, 25 (Opening Weekend)
St. Nicholas Eparchy Golden Jubilee - Exhibit at the Ukrainian National Museum

Exhibit opens on September 24th and will continue through Sunday, October 9, 2011.

Organization Sponsoring Event: St. Nicholas Eparchy

OCTOBER

October 23 - Annual Museum Banquet
Held at the Ukrainian Cultural Center at 1 pm

NOVEMBER 4, 2011 through JANUARY 31, 2012
From DP to DC, Displaced Persons: A story of Ukrainian Refugees in Europe 1945 - 1952.
The Ukrainian National Museum invites you to “From DP to DC, Displaced Persons: A story of Ukrainian Refugees in Europe 1945 - 1952.” opening Friday, November 4, at 7 pm. Guest speakers, authors Dr. Mark Wyman, Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, and Dr. Myron Kuropas are scheduled during the opening weekend. 
The Ukrainian DPs were able to overcome their circumstances and create a society out of the chaos, stability in the midst of despair and they built a strong community in the camps. These incredible people did more than survive their circumstances: they thrived by creating schools, theater groups, sports competitions and places where they could worship.  The history of DPs and their experience is remarkable because of its scope and the positive impact it had on the lives of millions of people. The lessons learned by those Displaced Persons translated into optimism, determination and the ability to develop a viable community in America, and ultimately, here in Chicago.  

Included in the exhibit are artifacts, documents and photographs from the archives of the Ukrainian National Museum as well as items on loan from refugees of the DP Camps of the 1940’s and 50’s.  Interactive aspects of the exhibit will allow surviving DPs to continue to share their stories and add to the exhibit.

Event Sponsors: The Heritage Foundation of First Security Federal Savings Bank and The Selfreliance Foundation of Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union.

DECEMBER 2, 2011 
Multicultural Galicia (panel discussion)
The Ukrainian National Museum invites you to an international panel discussion: Multicultural Galicia - an inseparable, complicated and just possibly redemptive history. Discussion/Film excerpts on Fri, Dec 2, 2011. Three Stories of Galicia is a documentary film that reveals the intimate stories of three courageous individuals who took it upon themselves to preserve the dignity of the human spirit. You will be able to meet the filmmakers, Olha Onyshko and Sarah Farhat. 7pm Free Admission

